
s I emerged from the bank, a friendly voice
greeted me.
“Hello Mr. Garbe, remember me?”  Well,
there are lots of people I should remember.  I

wonder why I should remember him.
“You married me and my wife fourteen years ago.”
Fourteen years ago.  It took me a while to remem-

ber “Bob.”  Our meeting turned out to involve more
than a friendly greeting.  Bob was in a mood to talk.
He needed to talk.

The conversation began with the usual pleasantries,
but when it touched
on a common inter-
est in golf, our con-
versation turned into
something more sig-
nif icant. 

Bob told me
about the death of
his friend who had
been best man at his
wedding. As close
friends and golf
buddies there was
only one problem in
their relationship.
Bob’s friend liked to
fudge his golf score
to artif icially and wrongfully improve it.  This annoyed
Bob so much that they ceased to play golf together and
eventually lost touch with each other.

Recently Bob found out his friend had contracted
colon cancer and died.  Bob was not only shocked by
the news, but was overcome with guilt.  According to
Bob, his friend always listened to him more than to
anyone else.  Bob felt sure that if they had maintained
their friendship, his friend would have listened to him
and sought medical help sooner. The result might have
been far different, Bob felt.  His friend’s life might even
have been spared.

Bob concluded, sadly, that in the great scheme of
things, what after all is a dispute over a golf score com-

pared to the value of the friendship they once had?
What is a golf score compared to the help he perhaps
could have afforded his friend.

That is something for all of us to contemplate!
Jesus said something about how silly it is to try to

take the speck out of another’s eye while a log is lodged
in one’s own (Matthew 7:1-6). I b e l i eve that this applies
to more than making hasty moral judgments.  It applies to
s a c r i ficing the big picture on the altar of the picayune in
m a ny areas of life.

So often in marriages, it is not a big betrayal that
breaks up the rela-
tionship, but the many
little irritations that
the couple allows to
dominate their atten-
tion.  In churches, it
is not a dramatic neg-
ative event that sours
the atmosphere but
the nit-picking, the
negative gossip, the
super-critical attitudes
that prevent the
church from being the
blessing God intends
it to be.  On a team, it
is the constant

emphasis upon the negative, instead of building on the
positive, which shrinks the potential of players and the
success of a team.

Bob had come to see this and realized the need to
focus on the bigger picture in his life.  

As we parted we had prayer together.  Later, as I
reflected upon my experience, I realized that my bank-
ing that day had been more than just a banking transac-
tion. It had been part of the bigger picture as well.  

R ev. Ralph Garbe is a United Church minister on staff at Tr i n i t y
United Church in Uxbridge, ON., and a member of Fe l l ow s h i p
P u blications Board .
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