THE LAST WORD

by Rev. RalphGarbe

Focus on the Big Picture

s| emegedfrom the bank,afriendly voice
greetedme.
“Hello Mr. Garbe,remembeme?” Well,
therearelots of peoplel shouldremember |
wonderwhy | shouldremembeihim.
“You married meandmy wife fourteenyearsago’
Fourteenyearsago. It took me a while to remem-
ber“Bob.” Our meetingturnedoutto involve more

thanafriendly greeting. Bob wasin a moodto talk.
He neededo talk.

The corversationbeganwith the usualpleasantries,

butwhenit touched
onacommoninter-
estin golf, our con
versationturnedinto
somethingmoresig-
nificant.

Bobtold me
aboutthe deathof
his friend who had
beenbestmanat his
wedding.As close
friendsandgolf
buddiestherewas
only oneproblemin
theirrelationship.
Bob's friend liked to
fudgehis golf score
to artificially andwrongfully improve it. Thisannged
Bob somuchthatthey ceasedo play golf togetherand
eventualy losttouchwith eachother

Recenty Bob foundout his friend hadcontracted
coloncanceranddied. Bob wasnotonly shockedby
the news, but wasovercomewith guilt. Accordingto
Bob, his friend always listenedto him morethanto
aryoneelse. Bob felt surethatif theyhadmaintained
their friendship,his friend would have listenedto him
andsoughtmedicalhelpsooner Theresultmight have
beenfar different,Bob felt. His friend’s life mighteven
have beenspared.

Bob concludedsady, thatin the greatschemeof
things,whatafterall is a disputeover a golf scorecom-

FELLOWSHIP MARCH 2008

paredto the valueof thefriendshipthey oncehad?
Whatis a golf scorecomparedo the helphe perhaps
could have affordedhis friend.

Thatis somethingfor all of usto contemplate!

Jesussaidsomethingabouthow silly it is to try to
take the speckout of anothers eye while alog is lodged
in ones own (Matthewn 7:1-6). | believe that this gpplies
to more than making hasty mora judgments. It agpliesto
sacrifcing the big picture on the dtar of the picayunein
mary aeas of life.

Sooftenin mariages,it is nota big betrgal that
breaksup therela-
tionship,butthe mary
little irritationsthat
the coupleallows to
dominatetheir atten-
tion. In churchesit
is nota dramaticneg-
ative eventthatsours
theatmospherdut
the nit-picking, the
negatve gossip,the
super-criticalttitudes
thatpreventthe
churchfrom beingthe
blessingGodintends
it to be. Onateam,it
is the constant

emphasisiponthe negative, insteadof building onthe
positive, which shrinksthe potentialof playersandthe
succes®f ateam.

Bob hadcometo seethis andrealizedthe needto
focuson the biggerpicturein hislife.

As we parttedwe hadprayer together Later, asl
reflecteduponmy experience] realizedthatmy bank
ing thatday hadbeenmorethanjust a bankingtransac-
tion. It hadbeenpatt of the biggerpictureaswell.

Rey. Rdph Garbe is aUnited Church minister an gaff at Trinity

United Church in Uxbridge, ON,, and a memter of Fellowvship
Pubi cations Board.

31




Fellowship Magazine

is a renewal outreach ministry to the people in the pews

of the United Church of Canada.

Fellowship Magazine

is totally supported by donations. If you would like to support this ministry

call: 1.(800) 678-2607 or email us at: felmag@csolve'net:




